Rwanda’s population was 13,246,394 as of August 2022, showing an inter-censal
annual growth rate of 2.3% between 2012 and 2022.

The Rwanda’s population has increased over time, tripling between 1978 (4.8
million) and 2022 (13.2 million). The increase was steady between 1978 and 1991,
between 2002 and 2012 as well as between 2012 and 2022 as reflected by the
respective average annual growth rates of 3.1%, 2.6% and 2.3%. In contrast, the
population growth was slow between 1991 and 2002 (1.2% annually), reflecting the
high death toll of the 1990 war and the 1994 genocide against Tutsi.

Population projections

The Rwanda population is projected to increase from 13.2 million in 2022 to 24.2
million (high scenario), to 23.8 million (medium scenario), and to or 23.4 million (low
scenario) by 2052.

The current population density of 501 inhabitants per square kilometre (in mid-year
2022) will increase to about 894 (medium scenario) at the end of the projection
period, 2052.

The urban population will increase from 3.7 million in 2022 to 16.5 million (medium
scenario) by 2052 in consideration of the country’s aspiration to have 70% of the
population in urban by 2050.

TABLE: Resident population by residence, Province, and District (2022)

Count Percentage
Province/ District

Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural
Rwanda 13,246,394 3,701,245 9,545,149 100 27.9 72.1

City of Kigali 1,745,555 1,517,168 228,387 100 86.9 13.1
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Kayonza 457,156 65,071 392,085 100 14.2 85.8

Kirehe 460,860 29,039 431,821 100 6.3 93.7
Ngoma 404,048 37,297 366,751 100 9.2 90.8
Bugesera 551,103 221,227 329,876 100 40.1 59.9

The urban population will increase from 3.7 million in 2022 to 16.8 million (high
scenario), 16.5 million (medium scenario) and 16.2 million (low scenario) by 2052.
This corresponds to an overall increase equivalent to more than 4 times the increase
rate of the total population.

The rural population will decline from 9.5 million in 2022 to 7.2 million (high
scenario), 7.1 million (medium scenario) and 6.9 million (low scenario) by 2052.

This will translate in a decrease of the size of the rural population by 24.5% (high
scenario), 26% (medium scenario) and 27% (low scenario) between 2022 and 2052
in consideration of the country’s aspiration to have 70% of the population in urban
by 2050.

Access to electricity

Access to electricity by private households in Rwanda currently amounts to 61%
(47% on grid and 14% solar panels). This shows a significant improvement
comparatively to the 2012 census.

The City of Kigali is ahead with 90% access to

electricity, while in the other provinces access to elecetricity ranges between 55%
to 60% of their private households. The access to electricity by households is far
higher in urban areas (84.6%) than in rural areas (51.3%).
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